AGENDA FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES COMMITTEE MEETING

September 9, 2009

1. Dr. Ann Legreid will address the Committee on what we are charged with and on what we must accomplish this semester.

2. Approval of Minutes from September 3 Meeting (attached)

3. Discussion of the Core of the proposed major (attached).

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES MAJOR
(39 credits)
PURPOSE OF GENERAL STUDIES AND CORE:  






    

1.
Students will learn concepts, modes of thinking, and skills that are prerequisites for more advanced study of international phenomena and for living and working in an international environment.

Concepts and Modes of thinking provided by:


Intro to International Studies

Social Sciences: Economics, Sociology, Political Science, Anthropology, 
Geography.



History and Humanities: Art, Literature, Music, Foreign Language


Skills provided by: Foreign Language

2.
Students will integrate, synthesize, and reflect on the learning acquired over the years of study: Capstone
COURSES IN SHEPHERD GENERAL STUDIES (where students have a choice):

· ECON 205 Principles of Macroeconomics


(3 credits)

· ENGL 209 World Literature II (ENGL 208 is too far back?)(3 credits)

· HIST 100 Asian Traditions and HIST 103 The Modern World (6 credits)

· PSCI 100 Politics and Government



(3 credits)

· Foreign Language 





(12 credits)

CORE/FOUNDATIONS (24 credits):







· Introduction to International Studies



(3 credits)

· Capstone






(3 credits)

· GEOG 100 World Regions




(3 credits)

Choose three (3) of:





(9 credits)
· ANTH 315 Cultural Anthropology

· PSCI 403 International Relations

· BADM 359 International Business

· SOCI 307 Demography

· ENVS 201 Dimensions of Environmental Science I or ENVS 202 Dimensions of Environmental Science II. (Environmental Studies Department consulted to determine which is appropriate but no response)

· English? (Department suggested ENGL 313 Literature in English since 1900 which deals with 20th century lit from western and eastern countries.  However, there is a prereq for all upper level English courses, ENGL 301 Intro to Literary Studies, required of all English majors)

· Art and Music (Departments determined that, other than courses already included in the General Studies, there are no appropriate courses)

· Two courses that focus on a specific region


(6 credits)

NOTE ABOUT SUMMER ACTIVITY RELATED TO CORE:


Art and music courses are in the General Studies.  I asked art and music department chairs if there were other courses in their departments besides those courses that could provide a foundation to students in IS.  They both said no.


I contacted English department chair about the same issue and he suggested the courses already in the General Studies, ENGL 208 and 209.  He also mentioned ENGL 313, Literature in English since 1900.  However, this is a course for majors and there is a prerequisite: ENGL 301.  This might work better as part of a concentration.


I contacted chair of Environmental Studies department twice but no response.

I have two thoughts:

1. Definitely ALL IS majors need exposure to the basic social sciences in Shepherd’s General Studies, and to Geography and Anthropology, which are social sciences not currently in the Shepherd General Studies.  Should the additional political science (PSCI 403) and sociology (SOCI 307) be in the CORE?  Should BADM 359 and ENVS be in the CORE?  I think the issue is whether ALL IS MAJORS need those courses as part of their background. Or do these courses provide more specialized understanding that would work better as part of a concentration?  Note that if the topics these courses explore are not addressed in other basic/General Studies courses, a brief introduction could be given in Intro to International Studies.

2. For those courses that we agree are critical for all IS majors, shouldn’t IS majors have to take ALL of them, i.e. not have a choice?

