MINUTES

October 16, 2009
In attendance:  Rasheeda Ayanru, Momodou Darboe, David Gordon, Linda Kinney
1. The minutes of the October 9 meeting were NOT approved because a quorum was not in attendance.
2. Linda Kinney announced that she had forwarded the proposed major to Dean Legreid, but had not gotten any feedback yet.
3. Momodou Darboe announced that the introductory geography courses were being revised and renumbered.  He presented the proposed course descriptions.  The Committee agreed that, pending approval of these changes, International Studies majors would be required to take GEOG 105 World Cultural Geography because it is more global in nature than the other course, the proposed GEOG 202 World Regions.  For the time being, both GEOG 101 and the proposed GEOG 105 are listed section C of the Foundations.
4. The Committee discussed the “international experience.” 
a. The attendees agreed that it should be a significant international experience (suggestion: minimum 6 weeks).  It could be study at a foreign university, an internship with a business or organization overseas, or an experience with an organization or government agency in the United States that deals with international issues.
b. The attendees also agreed that all majors should be required to complete an international experience and that they would earn three credits for the experience.

c. The attendees discussed how to incorporate the additional three credits into the major.  There was agreement that the total number of credits in the major should not be increased above the current 39.  The attendees discussed two ways to accommodate the additional three credits:

· Reduce the number of electives in the Foundations from three (9 credits) to two (6 credits)

· Remove ANTH 203 Introduction to Anthropology as a required course.

The Committee decided that IS majors should be introduced to all the social sciences, including Anthropology and thus decided to reduce the number of electives in the Foundations from three (9 credits) to two (6 credits).
d. The attendees agreed that an international experience is a critical component of a well-rounded and comprehensive International Studies major.  However, requiring that all majors complete one could, at some point, place significant demands on Shepherd resources for placing students in study abroad and overseas internships.  Thus, the university should begin planning for this as soon as the major is approved and ready to be offered.
5. The attendees discussed the proposed description for the Introduction to International Studies course.  They left it as proposed, except for some wording changes.

6. Next meeting: Friday, October 23 at 8:00 AM.  Work left to be done: finalizing international experience and description of Intro to International Studies course; writing description of Capstone course.  Linda Kinney announced that, unless the Administration makes additional requests, our semester’s work should be completed after two more meetings (Oct. 23 and Oct. 30).

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES MAJOR
(39 credits)
FOUNDATIONS


Section A: Courses in Shepherd University General Studies where students have a choice.  International studies majors must take the following:

· PSCI 100 Politics and Government

· ECON 205 Principles of Macroeconomics

Section B: Other Courses in Shepherd General Studies:
· MUSC 111 (provides foundations for international studies)

(2 credits)
· ART 103 (provides foundations for international studies)

(2 credits)

· Two of HIST 100, 101, 102, or 103 per Shepherd General Studies 



(provides foundations for international studies)

(6 credits)
· ENGL 208 or 209 (provides foundations for international studies)
(6 credits)
· COMM 202

· Science

· Math

· SOCI 203 (provides foundations for international studies)

(3 credits)
· Fitness for Life
· Foreign Language (for B.A. degree; provides foundations)

(12 credits)

Section C: International Studies Core 





      (24 credits):

· Introduction to International Studies (description below)

(3 credits)
· International Experience





(3 credits)

· Capstone






(3 credits)

· GEOG 101 Principles of World Geography



(3 credits)

(GEOG 105 World Cultural Geography, after course renumbering)

· ANTH 203 Introduction to Anthropology



(3 credits)
· PSCI 405 International Political Economy*



(3 credits)

*Sophomore standing or higher required


· Choose TWO (2) of:





(6 credits)

· ANTH 315 Cultural Anthropology

· BADM 359 International Business

· SOCI 307 Demography

· ENVS 202 Dimensions of Environmental Science II

· PSCI 324 International Relations




CONCENTRATION







    (15 credits)
Introduction to International Studies – This course will introduce students to interdisciplinary analysis of contemporary international issues and problems.  The issues will vary and could include, but are not limited to, topics such as war, terrorism, globalization, imperialism and other social and economic inequalities. The issues will be analyzed from a number of perspectives, including political, economic, cultural, and historical.  Students will also become familiar with major international organizations such as the United Nations, the World Bank, and non-governmental organizations.  The course may include field trips and guest speakers.




PURPOSE OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES FOUNDATIONS:  				    


1.	Students will be introduced to concepts, modes of thinking, and skills that are prerequisites for more advanced study of international phenomena and for living and working in an international environment.  Courses from the Shepherd University General Studies Curriculum (sections A and B below), as well as courses in the International Studies Core (section C below), will provide the foundations.


Concepts and Modes of thinking provided by:


	Intro to International Studies


Social Sciences: Economics, Sociology, Political Science, Anthropology, Geography.


		History and Humanities: Art, Literature, Music, Foreign Language


	Skills provided by: Foreign Language


2.	Students will integrate, synthesize, and reflect on the learning acquired over the years of study: International Experience, Capstone














