MINUTES

October 2, 2009
In attendance:  Momodou Darboe, David Gordon, Max Guirguis, Linda Kinney, Alan McDonald, Rachel Ritterbusch
1. The minutes of the September 25 meeting were approved.
2. The vote on the motion “International Studies majors will be allowed to take History and Literature courses from any historical period” was 8-1 in favor. Adjustments made to the Foundations section:

a. Majors can choose any of the History course options in the current General Studies (section B).

b. Majors can choose either ENGL 208 or ENGL 209 as the current General Studies allows (section B).
3. The Committee continued the discussion of the Foundations section.


a. The issue of whether to require GEOG 100 or GEOG 101 (section C) was discussed.  GEOG 101 seems more appropriate since the Shepherd catalog states, and Dr. Bergman reiterated, that GEOG 100 is primarily a remedial course for students with deficient background.  Dr. Darboe agreed to talk to Dean Legreid about the issue as soon as possible.
b. Based on talks with relevant department chairs, the Committee decided not to include additional English, History, Art, and Music courses among the options in section C.  Students receive adequate foundations in those areas in the current General Studies curriculum.

c. PSCI 405 International Political Economy was discussed as a replacement for PSCI 324 International Relations as a requirement in section C.  PSCI 405 focuses on international economic issues from several philosophical perspectives.  IS majors would thus get exposed to international economic issues at a basic level and to various philosophical and political critiques of those issues.  The Committee voted on the motion “Require that IS majors take PSCI 405 instead of PSCI 324 and move PSCI 324 to one of the choices.”  The motion passed: 4 in favor with one abstention.
d. The Committee discussed removing the requirement that students take two courses focusing on a specific geographical region.  That requirement was imposed last semester when it looked like the concentrations were going to be discipline-based rather than geographically-based.  Since the concentrations will be determined after the program is approved, the Committee discussed whether that requirement is appropriate or necessary at this point.  The Committee voted on the motion “Remove the six credits of required regional courses.”  The motion passed unanimously.
4. Linda Kinney agreed to disseminate the completed Foundations section to all members of the Committee electronically for their comments.
5. Next meeting: Friday, Oct 9 at 8:00 AM in White 103.









