MINUTES

October 30, 2009
In attendance:  Rasheeda Ayanru, Momodou Darboe, David Gordon, Max Guirguis, Linda Kinney, Rachel Ritterbusch
1. The minutes of the October 23 meeting was approved.
2. The issue of pre-requisites for the International Experience and Capstone were discussed.  It was decided that it be recommended in the course descriptions that students have completed appropriate portions of the major before enrolling in these courses.  The Committee also decided to amend the credits awarded for the International Experience to be between 3 and 6, so that students could get credit for an experience that lasts more than one semester.  These additions and changes are underlined in the descriptions below.  The attendees approved both course descriptions with the changes.
IIII 4xx. INTERNATIONAL STUDIES CAPSTONE (3 credits) — As the culmination of the International Studies major, each student will develop and complete a project.  The project will integrate and apply the theoretical, methodological, and intellectual underpinnings of international studies, as well as develop students’ research, writing, and presentation skills. It is recommended that students complete a minimum of 30 credits in the major, including the International Experience, before enrolling in this course.  Permission of International Studies Coordinator required.

IIII 3xx. INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE   (3- 6 credits) – After consultation with the International Studies Coordinator, each major will participate in an international experience appropriate to his or her background and concentration within the major.  The experience, which can involve study abroad, an internship, or volunteer work, must be at least six weeks in length. Each student will submit a paper that focuses on the experience to get credit for the course.  It is recommended that students complete the International Studies Foundations before enrolling in this course. Permission of International Studies Coordinator required.
3. The Committee compiled a list to guide the selection of an appropriate International Experience for majors.
a. Study at a university or college outside the U.S.

b. Teaching Practicum outside the U.S.
c. Internship with any international organization (including a business).
d. Volunteer work with a non-government organization or other international organization.
e. Internship or volunteer work with a U.S. or non-U.S. government organization that deals with international activities or issues.
4. Linda Kinney announced that she would organize a final electronic vote to approve or disapprove the proposed major in its entirety.  Nine votes will be registered since there are formally nine Committee members.  The vote will be recorded in the minutes of the Oct. 30 meeting which will be sent out for approval electronically. 
5. The Committee voted unanimously via e-mail to approve the proposed International Studies major and the proposed course additions.










