MINUTES
September 9, 2009
Members present: Rasheeda Ayanru, Momodou Darboe, David Gordon, Linda Kinney, Alan McDonald, Reza Mirdamadi
1. Dean Ann Legreid spoke to the Committee about why we are developing an international studies major at this time.  

· She mentioned that, administratively, the major will be run by a coordinator who will report directly to the Dean of Business and Social Sciences. 

· She also discussed the time frame for the development of the major (major in place by Fall 2012), as outlined in the Compact.  

· Our major task this semester is to develop by October a proposed major to go before all the Schools and all relevant committees for approval by the end of the semester.  This major will not include defined concentrations; for the time being, they will be individually designed by the students and the program coordinator.

· Our secondary task is to develop a five-year strategic plan that will project the progress of the major and resource needs.
2. The minutes of the September 3 meeting were approved.
3. The Committee began to consider the Core of the proposed major by looking at the Core that the Committee developed last year.  

· Linda Kinney composed a statement about the purpose of the core of the IS major (which includes some general studies courses).


The committee agreed to “reflect” on the statement and comment at the next meeting.

· The Committee looked at the courses presently in the core and agreed to think about the following for discussion at the next meeting:

a. The statement of the purpose of the Core. (Some suggested that “integration and synthesis” should occur all through the years of study, not just in a capstone course at the end).

b. Should history and literature courses covering the “distant’ past (ex. Ancient times) be allowed in the program?

c. Are the courses currently in the Core appropriate given the purpose of the Core?

d. Are there potential courses currently left out of the Core (religion and philosophy courses)?

e. Should all the courses in the Core be required of all students who major in IS?

4. Next meeting: Friday, Sept. 18: 8:00 AM, White 103.

1.	Students will learn concepts, modes of thinking, and skills that are prerequisites for more advanced study of international phenomena and for living and working in an international environment.


Concepts and Modes of thinking provided by:


	Intro to International Studies


Social Sciences: Economics, Sociology, Political Science, Anthropology, 	Geography.


		History and Humanities: History, Art, Literature, Music, Foreign Language


	Skills provided by: Foreign Language


2.	Students will integrate, synthesize, and reflect on the learning acquired over the years of study: Capstone











