INTERNATIONAL STUDIES COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting of Friday, March 6, 2009

Present: Denis Woods, Momodou Darboe, Mark Patton, Denis Berenschot, Sally Brasher, Linda Kinney, Rachel Ritterbusch, Max Guirguis
1. Minutes of the February 20 meeting were approved.
2. Members of the committee reported on international studies programs at other colleges and universities.  
3. Common elements of an international studies major:

· Core courses

· Areas of specialization

· Language requirement

· Capstone course 
4. There was a discussion of whether or not to make study abroad a requirement of Shepherd’s program.  Several committee members were in favor of a requirement.  The issue will be addressed when the framework for Shepherd’s major is discussed. 

5. In response to Dean Legreid, the Committee recommended that 

the Dean survey the Shepherd faculty via an on-line survey to identify faculty with international expertise and experience.

6. Discussion at the next meeting will focus on:

· Desired student outcomes, as guided by the LEAP standards of the Association of American Colleges and Universities.

· A preliminary look at the areas in which Shepherd’s current international courses fit.

