LBSC 103:  Information Literacy for the Social Sciences
Fall 2009
Time: Wed 2:10-3:00 
Location: Scarborough Library 307
Instructor: Laura Neal

Email: lneal@shepherd.edu
Phone: (304).876.5379
Office hours by appointment M-F
Sakai Website: http://courses.shepherd.edu
Course Description and Rationale:  
“The mission of the Shepherd University Social Work Program is to prepare competent and effective beginning level, professional practitioners who possess the knowledge, values, skills, and ethics necessary to intervene effectively on behalf of clients. The course content is also appropriate to the preparation of students for admission to graduate schools of social work offering advanced professional education.”  [Shepherd University, Social Work Department web site]
To help fulfill this mission, this course is intended to familiarize Social Work students with Information Literacy skills and concepts. The Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education (ACRL 2000) will serve as a framework for course content and learning outcomes. In short, an information literate individual is able to: 

· Determine the extent of information needed

· Access the needed information effectively and efficiently

· Evaluate information and its sources critically

· Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base

· Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose

· Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information, and access and use information ethically and legally   



[from: http://www.acrl.org – Standards and Guidelines]
Course Objectives and Learner Outcomes:  
· You will learn about how Information is defined, used and produced by Social Work practitioners.
· Students will understand the Information Literacy model and learn specific skills such as: developing and modifying search strategies, differentiating popular from scholarly sources, evaluating information, citing information sources using APA format, and effectively utilizing Library and Internet resources.

· Students will use technology effectively to retrieve and utilize information, to create presentations and reports, to communicate with the course instructor, etc.

· Students will contribute to class discussions and participate in a service learning activity.

Course Format: 

Lecture, class discussion, guest speakers, and small group activities will be used this semester.  We will use Sakai, Shepherd University’s LMS (learning management system), to access course readings, submit assignments, etc. 

Course Evaluation and Grading:
Grading:  (500 points possible) - All assignments are explained in detail on the Sakai website.

· Project 1 – Bibliography – 50 points
· Project 2 – Community Comparison – 50 points 

· Project 3 – Presentation related to Service Learning Project (will include Reflective Writing piece) – 100 points
· Midterm (October 7) - 100 points

· Final  Exam (December 16, 9:00-11:00 am) - Reflection Questions and Essay on Information Literacy - 100 points 

· Class participation -  includes completing required class readings and submitting written comments about class speakers. 100 points. 

The course grading scale is as follows: 

· 90%-100% (450-500 points)
A 

· 80%-89%   (400-449 points)
B
· 70%-79%   (350-399 points)
C 

· 60%-69%   (300-349 points)
D 

· Below 60%    (0-299 points)
F

Attendance: 
Attendance is important, especially given that the class meets only one day per week. A student who misses a class is responsible for all material covered and all announcements made during that class. Assignments will not be accepted after the date on which they are due, unless the student has made prior arrangements with the instructor to adjust due dates. 
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