Grammar/Usage Rocks Assignment


Perhaps there is no more potentially boring topic in existence than grammar/usage, yet if one’s  business, in any fashion or form, is LANGUAGE, one must master the beast!  Your mission is to select a partner, take on a usage subject, and find a way to present it with panache and interest—   

              1) subject/verb agreement 
2) pronoun/antecedent agreement
3) pronoun case

4) vague and troublesome pronoun reference

5) parallelism
6) misplaced, dangling, and squinting modifiers 
7) sentence fragments
8) run-ons (comma splices and fused sentences)
9) *troublesome verb usage (passive voice, tense issues, and other problems verbs) 
10) comma usage 
11) *effective punctuation (dashes, parentheses, brackets, apostrophes) 
12)  using quotations marks and italics, and other punctuation for print

13) Capitalization

14) sentence combining or using effective adjective, adverb, noun clauses
15) sentence variety or using effective gerund, infinitive, participial phrases
16)  other troublesome usage problems

Develop a 20 minute PowerPoint program and lesson with activities for your classmates which will illustrate and remedy a significant usage problem, and ultimately help your classmates to “see the light” and learn that “grammar [or more precisely usage] rocks”!  You will be graded on your degree of creativity, your cleverness in illustrating the problem, your development and presentation of the lesson, your development and presentation of your PowerPoint.  The project will be completed by the date posted on the syllabus, after which time you will present in conjunction with the usage element we are covering in class.  

