Methods of Teaching English, EDUC 421PRIVATE 

GUIDELINES FOR UNIT PREPARATION AND L/A LESSON PRESENTATION

Date Due:_______


The unit assignment in the Methods of Teaching English course is structured to align with NCTE Standards for English Education Programs (see below).  Preceding student teaching but coinciding with the field experience in either EDUC 370 or 443, the unit assignment is designed to demonstrate the marriage between theory and practice.  The candidate will research, develop, and create a complete teaching unit, as well as present a lesson from that unit to public school students.  The candidate will likewise reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of the unit concept, products, and teaching demonstration.  The following requirements are necessary for a successful unit, as well as the candidate’s understanding and application of NCTE Standards that must be reflected in the unit; those standards expected from each component of the assignment are noted below and listed in total at the end of the assignment file.

1.  Unit Title:

Give title, grade, learning level, period, diversity composition of the class and the time of year when the unit will be presented.  Note also the learning sequence into which this unit fits. 
2.  Introduction:


Introduce the unit, its concept, and the manner of organization and sequence of activities that you have selected.  Stress the integrative qualities of your unit—your integration of genres; of learning strategies including collaborative learning and a variety of peer, group, and whole class work; of oral, reading, writing assignments, strategies, and workshopping techniques; of a variety of questioning strategies and techniques; of the use and evaluation of technology; of mind-based learning strategies; of multicultural, inter-cultural, and interdisciplinary arts and humanities components; and other best practices in the LA classroom.  

3.  Objectives:

Clearly note NCTE Standards, specific WVCSOs, or other state objectives and intended student outcomes that you hope to accomplish through the unit and your teaching strategies.  
4.  Materials:

Specify textbook(s), bulletin board(s), specific equipment (audio visuals, overhead projector, smartboard, etc.), hand-outs, notebooks, technology, and other print and non-print media resources and your reasons for selecting these.  NCTE 4.1
5.  *Unit Content (Activities and Sequence):

Give a day by day description of the activities you plan for a 2-3 week unit, with specific lesson plans. Describe these activities in detail: usually fifty-minute or ninety-minute block classes are divided into several segments or activities—in other words, provide a lesson plan for each class’s activities.  Give the format for special assignments and activities (book reports, essays, collaborative learning, peer evaluation, workshopping activities, interdisciplinary arts and humanities components, and other activities and assignments).  Your unit must include some peer/collaborative learning activities, reading or writing workshopping activities, mind-based learning, interdisciplinary and technological components, and activities that reflect and accommodate for diverse students and diverse learning styles. Include all assignment instructions.  If you plan quizzes or tests, provide samples or a detailed description of another type of evaluative instrument or assessment you will use.  Include sample exercises, “as you read” assignments, and other oral/reading/writing/activity assignments; include instructions for individual exercises and assignments.  Include descriptions of pre-writing or pre-reading assignments, as well as descriptions of other activities.  Include examples of any reading analyses or other critical thinking exercises.  Include checklists and response sheets for collaborative learning and oral/reading/writing assignments.  Remember to attempt to integrate techniques and pedagogy discussed in Methods 421 into your unit: indicate how you've assimilated key pedagogical ideas examined in the Methods class (collaborative learning, interdisciplinary arts and humanities components, mind-based learning, multi-cultural, diversity, and ethnic components, workshopping, technology) and demonstrate, when appropriate, your knowledge, understanding, and ability to utilize these techniques and strategies in teaching language arts.  
6.  Method(s) of Evaluation:
How will you construct assessments that engender critical thinking and judgment, and how will you arrive at a grade or evaluation of your students at the end of the unit? Construct sample tests and quizzes, explain the types of evaluative instruments and/or activities that you will use to assess various types of knowledge, and show how these will be factored together to arrive at student grades at the end of the unit.  How will you assess on a daily basis and what assessment strategies will you use beyond paper and pencil quizzes and tests to determine student learning?  Reveal the latter, as well as the former, in your lesson plans.  Provide writing checklists and/or essay evaluation criteria for writing assignments.  NCTE 2.4,  4.10
7.  Follow-up and Sequencing:
Your unit may be a distinct entity, it may follow-up another unit, or it may require follow-up itself.  Indicate its relationship to other units, especially to those that follow.

8.  Informational Sources Utilized (Bibliography):

Teacher texts, criticism, handbooks, teaching guides, professional journals, web resources, etc. 
Use MLA style for bibliography.  
9.  Lesson Plans:
Make a detailed lesson plan for each lesson in the unit; use the format that you have learned in your education classes, the format discussed in the methods class, or one that most practically suits your style of teaching or is required by your field experience supervising teacher.  NCTE 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6.3, 3.7, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4

10. Lesson Presentation in the LA Classroom: 

At least one lesson from your unit will be presented in your field placement (connected with either EDUC 370 or 443).  The lesson should be structured with a variety of activities, including crisp set-up (bell-ringer) and closure, as well as making an assignment for the next day's work. Provide a copy of this lesson plan for the Methods teacher who will evaluate the lesson on the day you present in your field placement.  Be sure to coordinate with the Methods teacher so the evaluation of the lesson can take place (see ST 76 evaluation and rubric); a written reflection on the lesson presentation in the form of self-evaluation will be submitted to the Methods instructor after the lesson has occurred (NCTE 2.3). Activities for the lesson that include or draw upon technology, mind-based learning, interdisciplinary arts and humanities components, multiple intelligences, diversity, and collaborative learning will be particularly valued.  The lesson will be evaluated using the Student Teacher ST76 form below.  NCTE 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6.3, 3.7, 4.1, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10

UNIT EVALUATION:
These factors will be considered in the grade you receive on your unit work sample: 


1. Originality;


2. Pedagogical soundness of teaching methods and techniques;


3. Range and appropriateness of methods of English instruction utilized in the unit;


4. Interest that the unit will likely inspire in the particular grade level you have chosen;


5. Sequencing of unit assignments and activities;

6. Activities that address mind-based learning, the TARPS strands of cultural diversity and social justice, student exceptionalities, collaborative learning, reading/writing workshopping, interdisciplinary arts and humanities components, and technology;
7. Over-all description of unit, the quality of the detailed lesson plans presented, and construction of unit model including assignments, assessments, directions, checklists and other tools for language arts instruction.
8. Compliance and alignment of the unit with NCTE Standards.

*Think about all of the many techniques and teaching methods that we have discussed this semester, as well as discussions about teacher attitudes, dispositions, and the psychology of good teaching.  Demonstrate the integration of reading, speaking, listening, and writing into your unit, and plan a unit that you will be able to use some component of in your field placement this semester and later in your public school teaching career.  After your lesson presentation in the public schools is completed, you will write a one-page reflection on the strengths and weaknesses of the unit plan and lesson presentation.

Expectation for Performance:  Candidates must achieve an over-all rating of 3.0  or above in order to be considered successful with their unit and satisfactorily meet the standards.  If candidates fall below that average, they must revise the unit, receiving an Inc. for EDUC 421 until specific weaknesses in the unit have been addressed.
421 Methods Unit Evaluation

TE Candidate _________________

Unit Title _____________________


Grade Level   _____   
Semester





Over-all Unit Evaluation  
	Evaluative Criteria

IS = insufficient evidence of the candidate’s meeting the standard; weaknesses are obvious and apparent, and the standard has clearly not been met; 
AS = approaches the standard, as demonstrated by limited evidence of meeting requirements; some characteristics or components of the standard may have been met while others have not and the standard is thus only partially accomplished; 
MS = meeting the standard, as  demonstrated by clear, consistent evidence or product of what is required; 
ES = exceeding the standard, as demonstrated by clear, consistent evidence of exceeding expectations of the standard for what is required.

	1

IS    
	  2

AS
	3

MS
	  4

ES
*

	Unit Title and Introduction (Unit introduction denotes grade-level, racial/gender/cultural mix, time of day and year, and sequence of lessons as well as this unit’s relationship to other units during the year.  Integrative qualities of unit are noted, and best practices including work shopping, collaborative learning, mind-based learning, multicultural, interdisciplinary arts and humanities components, and a variety of teaching methods.) 

Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Unit Objectives (Objectives are clearly articulated and thoroughly encompass intended student outcomes.)

Comments
	
	
	
	

	Materials and Resources Selected (Materials and resources are interesting,  well-researched, developed to engage students, and demonstrate candidate’s knowledge and range of literature, print and non-print resources, as well as media and technology and their influence on contemporary culture.) NCTE 3.5, 3.6, 4.1

Comments 
	
	
	
	

	*Unit Content (See item 5 under unit instructions for a description of the unit content.

Your unit must include some peer/collaborative learning  activities, reading or writing 
work shopping activities, mind-based learning, interdisciplinary and technological 
components, activities that reflect and accommodate for diverse students and 

diverse learning styles, and oral, written, and visual forms of learning.)  

NCTE 3.2, 3.6.3,  4.2
Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Assignments (Assignments are designed to develop students’ critical reading, writing and thinking skills; they are clearly articulated, well-written, and utilize “as you read/as you write” questions and other assignment and questioning strategies discussed in Methods.) NCTE 2.4, 3.1
Comments: 
	
	
	
	

	Tests and Assessments (A variety of evaluative strategies, projects, and assessments are used, including instruments with multi-level questioning techniques and critical thinking strategies.) NCTE 2.4, 4.10
Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Utilization of Technology (Technology—webquests, course-pages, internet and web resources, etc.—are used to enhance learning.)  NCTE 3.6.3
Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Utilization of Reading/Writing Workshopping Strategies (The unit demonstrates the candidate’s knowledge of different composing processes, as well as the candidate’s understanding of the organization, planning, integration, and implementation of reading/writing workshops consistent with accepted workshop pedagogy as presented in Nancie Atwell’s In the Middle.  The unit exemplifies the candidate’s knowledge of reading processes as detailed in Atwell and in Frank Smith’s Reading without Nonsense.)  NCTE 3.3, 3.4, 4.2, 4.10

Comments: 
	
	
	
	

	Multiculturalism and Diversity Components (The unit demonstrates meaningful connection between English LA and developments in culture, society, and education. Gender, multicultural, and diversity components are interwoven and infused into unit content. Teaching  strategies, classroom organization, selection of a range of  literature, teaching resources and activities indicate accommodation, appreciation, and tolerance  for all students.) NCTE 2.1, 2.2, 2.5, 3.5, 4.1
Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Accommodation for Developmental and Mind-Based Learning (Teaching strategies, classroom organization, and activities indicate accommodation for developmental differences and different learning styles.) NCTE 2.1 

Comments: 
	
	
	
	

	Collaborative Learning Components (CL is thoughtfully planned with clear instructions, response sheets, and other “reporting/responding” techniques.)  NCTE 4.2

Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Interdisciplinary Arts and Humanities and integrative Components (The unit contains strategies and components that engage students in activities that demonstrate the role of arts and humanities in learning, including cross-discipline approaches and integrative pedagogy and methods.) NCTE 2.5, 2.6, 4.3

Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Intellectual Quality of Unit (Unit demonstrates high degree and quality of candidate’s knowledge-base, both pedagogical and content knowledge.)  

Comments:  


	
	
	
	

	Research, Theory, and Application (Unit reflects a marriage of theory and practical application, and demonstrates the candidate’s knowledge of research theory and findings in  ELA.)  NCTE 3.7
Comments:


	
	
	
	

	Creativity and Originality (Unit evidences teacher as creative, “thoughtful practitioner,”  “reflective problem solver” (TARPS) throughout unit planning and implementation.) 
Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Classroom Resources (Unit demonstrates candidate has examined and selected resources or instruction such as textbooks, other print materials, video, films, records, and software, appropriate for supporting the teaching of ELA) NCTE 4.1

Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Teaching Demonstration  Candidates must achieve a D or above (ITG) rating 

on at least 70% of the ST76 assessment items in order to be considered

successful in the lesson presentation and meeting NCTE standards (MS) for

Teacher Preparation; a D or above (ITG) score on only 60-70% of the 

Assessment items is not acceptable though approaches the standards (AS),

While a D or above (ITG) score on less than 60% is rated as failure (IS).  An 80% or 

or D or above (ITG) rating indicates exceeding the standards (ES).  See ST76

Department of Education rubric for details. NCTE 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6.3, 3.7, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10
	
	
	
	

	Over-all Comments and Evaluation:  
	
	
	
	


Candidate Field Supervision Report
Shepherd University Professional Education Unit
Student Teacher







Date of Visit



School






Report completed by (name)





Subjects Observed 






Class Periods Observed






Conference with:    
 School Administrators   
  Cooperating Teacher       
      Student Teacher

Which supervisory visit is this?    Circle one:      lst      2nd      3rd      4th       5th

Other             


LA
Lack of Awareness – Provides no evidence of recognizing knowledge, information, or experiences relevant to the situation being observed or in which one is participating.

A
Awareness – Provides evidence of recognizing knowledge, information, or experiences relevant to the situation being observed or in which one is participating without acting on those perceptions; an awareness directed by others; expressing information about.

IN
Initiative – Provides evidence of recognizing knowledge, information, or experiences relevant to the situation being observed or in which one is participating, and acting upon this awareness to construct one's own understandings.

D
Development – Provides evidence of recognizing knowledge, information, or experiences relevant to the situation being observed, or in which one is participating, and acting upon one's construction of understandings to create practical and effective outcomes.

ITG

Integration – Provides evidence of recognizing knowledge, information, or experiences relevant to the situation being observed, or in which one is participating, and acting upon one's constructed understandings to create practical and effective outcomes in a manner that reflects a 'habit of mind''; action based on synthesized knowledge.

Use the code (LA, A, IN, D, ITG) to indicate the condition of learning as defined above revealed by the Student Teacher’s performance on each of the desirable teacher behaviors listed below.  See NCATE National Council Teachers of English (NCTE) Accreditation Standards below. Note: Candidates must achieve a D or above rating on at least 70% of the assessment items below in order to be considered successful in the lesson presentation and meet NCTE standards for Teacher Preparation (MS); 80%  or above D or ITG ratings indicate exceeding the standards (ES).
1.
Demonstrates clear understanding of the relationships among planning, instruction,




student learning, and assessment. NCTE 4.10
2.
Demonstrates depth and breadth of content knowledge sufficient to teaching/learning tasks.


   NCTE 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5
3.
Deliberatively employs appropriate learning principles in planning learning activities, including 


teaching strategies with the organization of classroom environments and learning experiences 


to promote whole-class, small-group, and individual work.  NCTE 4.2




4.
Employs individually and developmentally appropriate learning activities.



5.
Incorporates attention to diversity concerns in teaching/learning activities.  NCTE 2.1, 2.2, 4.4


6.
When appropriate incorporates technology in teaching/learning strategies and demonstrates a 


knowledge of the range and influence of print and non-print media and technology in contemporary 


culture.  NCTE 3.







7. Uses assessment techniques that include student products appropriate to the learning activity.



   NCTE 4.10
8.
Engages students in problem solving/active learning and critical thinking.  NCTE 2.4



9.
Monitors ongoing classroom activities.  NCTE 2.1


10.
Designs transitions between teaching/learning activities that result in effective use of time.


11.
Maintains adequate and accurate classroom records.                                                                            
12.
Displays a professionally appropriate demeanor and appearance.


13.    Is prepared to provide rationale(s) for teaching behaviors which are indicative of reflective



 problem-solving.


14.
Establishes and maintains an environment which supports student learning.  NCTE 2.1      



15.   Actively seeks to learn from teaching experiences and reflects on teaching experiences. NCTE 2.3     
              

16.  Makes meaningful connections between the ELA curriculum and developments in culture, society, and 
education.    NCTE 2.5       


                  _______

17.  Helps students develop critical evaluative skills of different media and communications technologies.        NCTE 4.6



               _______
18.  Engages students in activities demonstrating the role of arts and humanities in learning.      
         NCTE 2.6                                                                                                                                                       _______
19.  Engages students in meaningful discussion for purposes of interpreting and evaluating ideas 

        presented through oral, written, and/or visual forms.    NCTE 4.5                                   _______

20.   Demonstrates knowledge of reading processes and transferring that knowledge to help students select appropriate reading strategies that permit access to, and understanding of, a wide range of print and non-print texts.  NCTE 3.3, 4.9
                                                                  _______


21.    Demonstrates knowledge of composing processes and transferring that knowledge to help students select appropriate writing strategies that permit a range and variety of written expression.  



                                      NCTE 3.4, 4.7      _______

22.   Engages students in making meaning of texts through personal response.  NCTE 4.8  _______
23.   Demonstrates the integration of interdisciplinary teaching strategies and materials.         
  
          NCTE 4.3                                                                                                                                         _______
24.   Engages students in learning experiences that emphasize varied uses and purposes for language in communication.                                                                              NCTE 4.7          _______
Summarize post-teaching conference and make any other relevant comments:

	NCTE STANDARDS 

	1.0  Structure of the Basic Program
Candidates follow a specific curriculum and are expected to meet appropriate performance assessments for pre-service English language arts teachers.

	2.0  Attitudes for English Language Arts
Through modeling, advisement, instruction, field experiences, assessment of performance, and 

involvement in professional organizations, candidates adopt and strengthen professional attitudes  needed by English language arts teachers.

2.1 Candidates create an inclusive and supportive learning environment in which all students can engage in learning.



	2.2 Candidates use ELA to help their students become familiar with their own and others’ cultures.



	2.3 Candidates demonstrate reflective practice, involvement in professional organizations, and collaboration with both faculty and other candidates.

	2.4 Candidates use practices designed to assist students in developing habits of critical thinking and judgment.

	2.5 Candidates make meaningful connections between the ELA curriculum and developments in culture, society, and education.



	2.6 Candidates engage their students in activities that demonstrate the role of arts and humanities in learning

	3.0  Knowledge of English Language Arts

Candidates are knowledgeable about language; literature; oral, visual, and written literacy; print 

and non-print media; technology; and research theory and findings.
3.1 Candidates demonstrate knowledge of, and skills in the use of, the English language.

	3.2  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of the practices of oral, visual, and written literacy.

	3.3  Candidates demonstrate their knowledge of reading processes.

	3.4  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of different composing processes.

	3.5  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of, and uses for, an extensive range of literature.

	3.6  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of the range and influence of print and non-print media and technology in contemporary culture.

	3.7  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of research theory and findings in English language arts.

	4.0  Pedagogy for English Language Arts
Candidates acquire and demonstrate the dispositions and skills needed to integrate knowledge of 

English language arts, students, and teaching.
4.1  Candidates examine and select resources for instruction such as textbooks, other print materials, videos, films, records, and software, appropriate for supporting the teaching of English language arts.

	4.2  Candidates align curriculum goals and teaching strategies with the organization of classroom environments and learning experiences to promote whole-class, small-group, and individual work.

	4.3  Candidates integrate interdisciplinary teaching strategies and materials into the teaching and learning process for students.



	4.4  Candidates create and sustain learning environments that promote respect for, and support of, individual differences of ethnicity, race, language, culture, gender, and ability.

	4.5  Candidates engage students often in meaningful discussions for the purposes of interpreting and evaluating ideas presented through oral, written, and/or visual forms.

	4.6  Candidates engage students in critical analysis of different media and communications technologies.



	4.7  Candidates engage students in learning experiences that consistently emphasize varied uses and purposes for language in communication.

	4.8  Candidates engage students in making meaning of texts through personal response.

	4.9  Candidates demonstrate that their students can select appropriate reading strategies that permit access to, and understanding of, a wide range of print and non-print texts.

	4.10  Candidates integrate assessment consistently into instruction by using a variety of formal and informal assessment activities and instruments to evaluate processes and products, and creating regular opportunities to use a variety of ways to interpret and report assessment methods and results to students, parents, administrators, and other audiences.


