Knights at Arms and Love: The Legends of Arthur
Explore the Arthur Legends at http://www.2020site.org/kingarthur/index.html.   First historic mention of Arthur appears in Geoffrey of Monmouth’s History of British Kings (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_of_Monmouth), so Arthur’s story is mixed with legend and history, with the myth of his descending from the Trojan prince Brutus. 

Merlin reads his prophecies to Vortigern, from British Library MS Cotton Claudius B VII of Geoffrey of Monmouth's Prophetiae Merlini, c.1250-70
Read Keats (1795-1821) "La Belle Dame Sans Merci" in your Norton text or at http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/La_Belle_Dame_sans_Merci.    What is the condition of the knight when the speaker stumbles across him?   Describe the setting.   What has happened to others lured by the charms of La Belle Dame.  What is this poem saying about "questing" after the ideal and experiencing "beyond the bourn”? [image: image2.jpg]



Frank Cadogan Cowper’sLa Belle Dame Sans Merci
Two 19th Century writers fascinated by the Legends of King Arthur were Tennyson and William Morris.  Read about Alfred, Lord Tennyson in your Norton text or at http://charon.sfsu.edu/TENNYSON/tennyson.html and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Tennyson,_1st_Baron_Tennyson; read about William Morris and the Pre-Raphaelites at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morris,  http://www.marxists.org/archive/morris/index.htm.





William Morris (1834 – 1896)  and Alfred Tennyson, 1st Baron Tennyson (1809-1892)
Read the introduction to Victorianism in your Norton text and explore the Wiki site at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_era; read about the Pre-Raphaelite poets and painters at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-Raphaelite.  Read Tennyson’s “The Lady of Shalott” in Norton or at http://charon.sfsu.edu/TENNYSON/TENNLADY.HTML.  What are the Pre-Raphaelite aspect of Tennyson’s poem?  What is the curse that the Lady of Shalott suffers?  Describe her life before Lancelot.  What happens when she looks upon Lancelot?  How is the poem an allegory?  

 John William Waterhouse's The Lady of Shalott, 1888  Explore this site on The Lady of Shalott at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lady_of_Shalott 

For an overview of the Arthur Legend as presented by Tennyson, read the Wiki summary of Idles of the King at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idylls_of_the_King and read and prepare for class discussion “The Coming of Arthur” and “The Passing of Arthur” at http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/tennyson/idylls/coming.html and athttp://www.everypoet.com/archive/poetry/Tennyson/tennyson_contents.htm.   Between these two bookend selections by Tennyson, read William Morris’s “Defence of Gwenevere” in your Norton text or at  http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/defguin.htm or http://www.mythicalrealm.com/legends/king_arthur2.html. 
As you read Tennyson’s Idles, note the verse style.  One of the great motifs in Victorian literature is “success in failure.”  It is easy to see that Arthur fails to create the perfect kingdom and bring lasting peace to Camelot, but what positive has come from all the darkness, deceit, and treachery?  The Victorian Age is noted as a time of transition and contrast; how is this idea manifested in the Idles?  How does the Chivalric Code and Round Table Ethic reflect the Victorian period?  In “The Coming of Arthur,” what does Leodogran, King of Cameliard, doubt about Arthur and why does he not wish to offer Arthur his daughter Guinevere?  Who defends Arthur and tells his story?  Arthur has great hopes for uniting the kingdom and banishing the darkness and ignorance that King Uther, his father, could not quell.  What will bring down the kingdom, and how does Tennyson link this to Victorian ideals regarding gender?  If Tennyson’s poem is an allegory for the idealism of Victorian England, how is Morris’s poem a deconstruction of this idealism?  What other late Victorian writers attempt to deconstruct the hypocrisy of Victorian ideals?  As you read “The Passing of Arthur,” what serves as a metaphor for the flaw inherent in Camelot?  Arthur is mortally wounded as he slays Modred; what must he do once he is sure he will not recover?  What miracle occurs when finally the task is accomplished?





The Lady of the Lake offering Arthur Excalibur, by Alfred Kappes (1880); The passing of Arthur by Julia Margaret Cameron
