Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832)

"From Border Ballads to Waverley Novels"
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Kenilworth and the Age of Elizabeth: See the video Elizabeth; while the historical facts of fifteen or more years are compressed into two or three, the historical flavor and underlying darkness of the period, with its deadly court intrigue, are wonderfully portrayed in this film starring Cate Blanchett.

Read the introduction to Scott in Norton (401) or see the information at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Scott and at http://www.scottsabbotsford.co.uk/.   As you read Kenilworth, note the influence of Shakespeare on Scott's novel.  Read the novel as a prose version of Othello; what are the parallels and similarities, in terms of language, character, plot?  Note too other qualities of Scott’s style that are both unique to Scott and reflective of Shakespeare's influence: his superb descriptive powers, his sprawling narrative structure, the use of anachronisms, the gothic qualities of the novel, and the historical characters and allusions present.  If you are not sure about the Gothic genre, explore this website, http://www.litgothic.com/index_fl.html. 

There are three principle motifs in this rich and fascinating historical novel: 1) the role of fate in determining the destiny of different characters;


 2) the servant/master relationship.  How do these motifs work to determine plot development?  


3) Appearance versus Reality (the Shakespeare connection to Othello).
What other motifs do you find in the story?   How does Scott present the female characters in the book?  Is this treatment appropriate to the historical period of the Elizabethan Age?
