
QUICK "HELP" WITH EDITINGPRIVATE 

Keyed to the Shepherd Edition of Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference
The Most Serious Writing Problems:


A. Structure Errors and Problems with Coherence:

All essays and persuasive writing should be organized, with a thesis and well-developed examples, and details; you must, in other words, make assertions, illustrate, and analyze for successful expository writing.  (See C2, 14-18; C4, 24-31)
*Awk.  B.  Awkward Syntax—Sentences (S5, 109-111): 

“Married couples when compared to unmarried couples living together, there are a lot of                            
problems.”  

*Frag. 
C. Sentence Fragment (G5, 204-209)):  


1. “Because it rained last night.  We stayed inside all afternoon.”





2. “My math class is easy; whereas my English class is hard.”
*

C/S, F/S  D. Comma Splice and Fused Sentences (G6, 210-215):  



1. “Close the door gently, then listen to the lock click.”


2. “Life is brief_enjoy the good times.”

Other Usage Errors to Avoid: 
*Pn.Ref. A. Broad and Unclear Pronoun Reference (G3, 190-192):  



1. “Some people think that the fall of man has something to do with sex, but that is a mistake.”


2. ”Jim said that he would stay in Yuma for at least a year; this suggests that he is happy there.”

Mspl. Mod. B. Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers (S3, 99-105):  


1. “The professor explained why plagiarism is wrong on Monday.”


2. “A beautiful old church caught my eye coming down the road.”

3. “Walking through the garden, the odor of wisteria was overpowering.”

*P/A, S/V  C. Errors in Agreement (G1, 163-171; G3, 187-190):  


1. “A person must do their best in life.”


2. “Everyone did the work theirselves.”


3. “There is many reasons for the failure of this project.”

*Errors in Pronoun Case (G3, 192-199)

“Between you and I, writing is easy, at least this is what Bob and me believe.”

*Errors in Parallelism (S1, 93-96):  

“We need to study, to listen, and writing well in order to make good grades.”

*Errors in referencing and using MLA format (MLA, 353-412; APA/CMS, 413-488).  Avoid “Quote Bombs”!  If you illustrate with a quote, introduce and discuss it.
*Misuse of commas and punctuation marks (P1, 259-269).

Incorrect Use of Informal You (unless you are speaking directly to the reader or writing a process essay).

Spelling errors (Use your computer "spell check"—see the icon for spelling and grammar "abc").

Failure to edit carefully  (Proofread your essay aloud or have someone else read it aloud to you.  Listen to your words for clarity, cogency, and precision of expression).  
