Literature and the Prominence of Place

ENGL 430/699
Critical Essay on Place
Due Date: July 30, 2009




Students will explore the topic of place in the work of one of the writers we have studied in the Prominence of Place course this semester.   Ideally, the main focus will be on a single work in the writer’s canon, though that is not absolutely necessary; nor is it necessary that students limit themselves to a selection discussed in class.  Paper topics must be approved by the instructor.
Any aspect of place may be explored.  For example, the significance of the Lake District in poetry of Wordsworth; Glastonbury in the works of Tennyson, Morris, or Bradley; Bath in the works of Austen; Wessex in the fiction and poetry of Hardy; St. Ives in Woolf; Lyme Regis in the work of Fowles—any aspect of place or setting that informs the work of writers in the course.  Select your setting carefully, as you will wish to create an original thesis and critical assertions worthy of conference presentation or a research project appropriate for graduate study if you are a graduate student.  “Place” may be explored symbolically, emblematically, organically as associated with character, plot, or narrative mode, etc.
The paper will be written in conference presentation format (6-8 ms. pages, with works cited page and MLA format); if you are a graduate student you will produce a longer research paper, 10-15 pages.  Both graduate and undergraduate students will utilize critical sources in order to ground the student’s assertions in a traditional scholarly framework—within the parameters, that is, of the “place” topic.  Students should limit their online research citations, and no Wiki site should be used as a reference without the instructor’s approval.  Students who have the opportunity to see the actual places that inform the works they have chosen should draw upon those observations and experiences, though first-hand experience is not necessary for the research and writing of the paper.

Students should take care to assert, illustrate and analyze, and keep the focus on the “place” topic throughout the essay.  When they have determined a writer and  place topic to analyze, they should share their idea on the Sakai discussion board.  To avoid plagiarism, all ideas and words borrowed from critical sources should be cited.  Using another’s words or ideas without citation is plagiarism.



 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Roman_Baths_in_Bath_Spa,_England_-_July_2006.jpg" \o "The Great Bath at the Roman Baths. The entire structure above the level of the pillar bases is a later reconstruction." 
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