English LA 486 Capstone Presentation Syllabus 

(1 Hour)

Course Description

The English education capstone presentation serves as a complementary component for the student teaching experience.  Working under the supervision of the English Specialization Coordinator and drawing from experiences encountered in the student teaching assignment, the candidate will participate in the end-of-semester Department of English capstone presentations, sharing a project developed from the student teaching experience: a teaching unit, a lesson series, a research or field project associated with the student teaching, or a project or activity completed in the English Department that relates to the teaching profession and/or field of English studies.  The following Capstone Requirements for English Language Arts Capstone:
1) Satisfactory completion of Capstone Project Abstract by due date (NCTE 3.1, 3.2);

2) Satisfactory completion of Portfolio, a full and complete reflection of the candidate’s professional and scholarly work and persona, begun prior to Juncture I and finished prior to Juncture III, Certification (NCTE 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10);

3) Completion of a capstone project which makes meaningful connections between the ELA curriculum and developments in culture, society, and education (NCTE 2.5);

4) Completion of a capstone project that demonstrates knowledge of research theory and findings in English language arts (NCTE 3.7);

5) Mastery of oral presentation skills (NCTE 3.2);

6) Mastery of use and evaluation of technology (NCTE 3.6.3, 4.6);
7) Mastery of English literature and language content as reflected in Major Field Test (MFT) assessment (NCTE 3.5);

8) Completion of English Department Exit Survey.

Portfolio

The portfolio, begun by the English Education student prior to Juncture I and exhibiting a collection of materials that reflect knowledge, disposition, and performance, will be polished and refined throughout candidates’ course of study prior to the Student Teaching semester (Juncture II), and will serve at the end of Student Teaching (Juncture III) as a final vehicle for reflection on the relationship and integration between teaching theory and practice.  The English Education Handbook details those professional requirements for the portfolio. The portfolio will contain evidence of  the following learning goals and outcomes valued in the English Language Arts Program and which meet the following NCTE Standards: 

1) Candidates will provide a collection of materials and documents that demonstrate professional growth, competence and involvement in professional organizations, including The National Council  of Teachers of English and SESA (NCTE 2.3);

2) Candidates will provide a collection of documents, materials, and assignments that demonstrates the acquisition of the LA content and pedagogy necessary for successfully teaching the subject of English, including knowledge of and skills in the use of the English language, practices of oral, visual, written literacy, and an extensive  range of literature (NCTE 3.1, 3.2,3.5);

3) Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge of research theory and findings in English language arts, as well as their ability to research from a variety of sources, both electronic and traditional, and evaluate, analyze, and synthesize such information and apply it to their teaching and writing (NCTE 3.7);
4) Candidates will demonstrate their ability to organize ideas in a clear and cogent written expression and their knowledge of different composing processes (NCTE 3.1, 3.2, 3.4); 

5) Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge of a range of young adult literature and their understanding of reading processes (NCTE 3.3,.3.5);
6) Candidates will demonstrate their ability to help students select appropriate reading strategies that permit access to and understanding of a wide range of print and non-print texts (NCTE 4.9);
7) Candidates will demonstrate their ability to engage students in meaningful discussions for the purpose of interpreting and evaluating ideas presented through oral, written, and/or visual forms (NCTE 4.5);
8) Candidates will demonstrate their ability to engage students in making meaning of texts through personal response (NCTE 4.8);
9) Candidates will demonstrate their appreciation of the global significance of humanist tradition as manifested in the literature of various times, cultures, and ethnic traditions of others, as well as make meaningful connections between the English LA curriculum and developments in culture, society, and education (NCTE 2.4, 3.5);
10) Candidates will demonstrate their ability to help students become familiar with their own and others’ cultures (NCTE 2.2);
11) Candidates will demonstrate their ability to create inclusive and supportive learning environments for all students to engage in learning, as well as to create and sustain learning environments that promote respect for, and support of individual differences of ethnicity, race, language, culture, gender, and ability.  (NCTE 2.1, 4.4);
12) Candidates will demonstrate original and critical thinking including the ability to analyze text and assist their students in textual analysis and critical thinking (NCTE 2.4);

13) Candidates will demonstrate their engagement of students in activities that reflect the role of arts and humanities, and of culture and society, in learning that  is cross-discipline and integrative in approach (NCTE 2.5, 2.6, 4.3); 

14) Candidates demonstrate their ability to engage students in learning experiences that emphasize the varied purposes and uses for language (NCTE 4.7);

15) Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge and use of technology in the classroom and its importance in contemporary society and students’ lives (NCTE 3.6.3);

16) Candidates will demonstrate their ability to engage students in critical analysis of different media and communications technologies (NCTE 4.6);

17) Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge of a variety of resources for instruction such as textbooks, other print materials, video, films records, and software, appropriate for supporting the teaching of English LA (4.1);

18) Candidates will demonstrate their ability to align curriculum goals and teaching strategies with the organization of classroom environments and learning experiences to promote whole-class, small-group, and individual work (NCTE 4.2).

The portfolio will also include 

1) English LA Portfolio Assessment Rubric

2) Table of Contents;

3) Updated Resume;
4) PRO-05 Evaluations of Candidate Dispositions;

5) Juncture I and II Department of English Evaluations;
6) Updated Teaching Philosophy with explicitly articulated theoretical framework (NCTE 3.7);

7) Methods Philosophy of Literacy and Learning (NCTE 3.7);
8) Methods Unit Table of Contents and Introduction;
9) Methods Public School Presentation Lesson Plan, ST76 Evaluation, and Self-reflection (NCTE 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10);
10) EDUC 400 Teacher Work Sample Evaluation (NCTE 2.1, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 3.7, 4.3, 4.7, 4.10);
11) Student Teacher Content Area and Education Supervisors’ Evaluations (NCTE 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10);
12) English Language Arts 5-Adult Checklist and list of required and elective courses completed (NCTE 3.1, 3.2, 3.5);
13) A collection of materials and documents that reflect the professional growth and competence of the candidate in the teaching profession (see above);

14) A collection of materials, essays, and documents that reflect the growth and competence of the candidate in the field of English language and literature (see above);

15) A collection materials, assignments, and documents that indicate the candidate’s effect on the knowledge, growth, and understanding of students (see above); 

16) A cover letter to the Department of English reflecting on the student's learning experiences in the Program and referencing those English courses, activities, and experiences that have shaped the student’s professional development and persona (NCTE 2.3)

17) A collection of web-based and technology generated materials, projects, assignments that demonstrate proficiency with technology, as well as the candidate’s knowledge of the range and influence of print and non-print media and technology in contemporary culture (NCTE 3.6.3).
A web version or web supplements to  the portfolio may also be created which include hyperlinks to a variety of PowerPoint programs created in the Methods and other courses, Webquests, Teacher Course Page, Writing Center materials created by candidates, and/or other examples of texts and assignments created during candidates’ years of study in the English and Education Departments.

English Education Departmental Content Assessment 

Students enrolled in ENGL 486 must take the Major Field Test or MFT during the capstone semester, as well as the English Department Exit Survey.  Study materials for the MFT, a nationally normed content examination, can be found at http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/outlines.htm.  The Praxis II test, required for certification, will also be taken during the capstone semester.

Final Grade and Program Assessment

At midterm, the candidate will receive a grade from the Specialization Coordinator which reflects the quality of his/her work during the student teaching placement, the quality of his/her portfolio, and completion of capstone abstract.  The final grade in ENGL 486 will reflect all of the above but principally the quality of the student’s end-of-semester capstone presentation (see Abstract and Capstone Presentation Evaluation forms) and the final evaluation of the English Language Arts portfolio (see portfolio evaluation).  English Education students must receive a C or better in ENGL 486 in order to complete the program and receive certification.

Calendar  
: Abstract Due
: MFT Exam

: Capstone and Final Portfolio Presentations 

ENGL 486, English L/A Capstone Abstract

Abstract Due Date: 
Presenter:

Title of Capstone Project:

Date of Capstone Presentation: 
Presentation Objectives: 

One-Page Abstract (Purpose and Plan of the Capstone Project):
Capstone Presentation Evaluation


Student Presenter _____________________

Capstone Title _________________________

Date___


Over-all Capstone Evaluation___________

	Evaluative Criteria 

IS = insufficient evidence of the candidate’s meeting the standard; weaknesses are obvious and apparent, and the standard has clearly not been met; 
AS = approaches the standard, as demonstrated by limited evidence of meeting requirements; some characteristics or components of the standard may have been met while others have not and the standard is thus only partially accomplished; 
MS = meeting the standard, as  demonstrated by clear, consistent evidence or product of what is required; 
ES = exceeding the standard, as demonstrated by clear, consistent evidence of exceeding expectations of the standard for what is required.
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	Capstone Abstract: Abstract clearly states purpose, objectives, and plan of capstone project; all deadlines have been met in a timely fashion; capstone plan is creative and indicates solid knowledge-base of professional and discipline-related content; and the abstract is written in clear, cogent English (NCTE 3.1, 3.2)
Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Presentation Delivery: The presentation delivery demonstrates the candidate’s knowledge of oral communication and is polished, smooth, articulate, cogent, as well as reflective of a confident and poised speaker, teacher, and scholar (NCTE 3.2).
Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Project Substance and Content: The capstone project reflects a professional and/or discipline-related topic connected to the field of English LA, is grounded in sound pedagogy and/or content, and is reflective of developments in culture, society, and education  (NCTE 2.5).
Comments:  
	
	
	
	

	Project Research: The capstone content demonstrates a knowledge of research theory and findings in English language arts (NCTE 3.7). Comments:  
 
	
	
	
	

	Technology Utilized:  The technology employed in the capstone presentation indicates competence, skill, understanding, and confidence in selecting, utilizing, and integrating technology into the presentation (NCTE 3.6.3). 

Comments:
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation of Technology and Web Resources:  The technology utilized in the capstone presentation demonstrates a critical assessment, analysis, and understanding of different media and communications technologies, and the presentation is indicative of the candidate’s ability to engage students in critical analysis of such technologies as well (NCTE 4.6).
Comments:
	
	
	
	


